
The Singaraja region of northern Bali has been growing table
grapes since early Dutch settlement. The livelihood of many of the
region’s villages is highly dependant on the quality of their grapes.
The humidity of the region has always been a problem causing
mildew and destroying much of the fruit which is grown as table
grapes and more recently used for wine production. 

On a visit to Bali, some two years ago, Barossa grapegrower
Steve Schubert became interested in the fledgling winegrape
industry of Bali and has since been sharing his viticultural
experience and information with Balinese growers who wish to
grow grapes for wine. 

With advice from grape expert Richard Cirami and the
Riverland Vine Improvement Society, Chambourcin winegrape
cuttings were provided and are now being trialled at the Hatten
Wines vineyards for their suitability for the local environment.
Chambourcin being chosen in the first instance because of its
natural resistance to moulds and mildews.

Three trials are presently being carried out with some vines
grafted to local root stock, some own-rooted, but all growing
overhead in pergola style. Later in the year, two contemporary and
hopefully more-successful styles of trellis will be installed in an
effort to improve air circulation in the vineyard, let more sunlight
in and grow better-balanced vines.

At a recent visit to the Hatten Wines vineyards in Bali, Steve
Schubert and Hatten Wines’ vineyard manager Thomas Hadi
Wibowo, inspected the development of the Chambourcin vines.
Schubert was surprised at the rapid growth of the vines and is
looking forward to the Chambourcin trials’ next stage when further
recommendations for cultivation and trellising are in place. 

Some people go to Bali for the nightlife, sand and beaches, why
wouldn’t a grapegrower go to play in a vineyard?

It would be appreciated if readers who may have further
information regarding grapegrowing in similar conditions would
contact Steve Schubert at contact@schubertestate.com.au to share
their experiences.

Hatten wines vineyard manager Thomas Hadi Wibowo with Barossa grower
Steve Schubert.
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A Goose-yard Block Shiraz from Bali?
Steve Schubert’s subsequent visits to Bali in September 2004 and

May 2005 saw increased trial plantings resulting in some success with the
Shiraz and Chambourcin that were grafted to domestic rootstock and the
planted Shiraz rootlings growing well. A Schubert Estate Barossa Goose-

yard Block may never be
produced in Bali but it is hoped
by Hatten Wines’ MD, Ida Bagus
Rai Budarsa, they can grow the
grapes and produce a good
individual Bali style Shiraz wine
from their own Balinese
vineyards. In the meantime it is
aimed to continue the much
valued research and development
in the vineyards of northern Bali.Hatten Wines’ owner Ida Bagus Rai Budarsa at

Hatten Wine’s Goose-yard Block in Bali.

Vineyard Manager Thomas Hadi,
Barossa grower Steve Schubert &
 Ida Bagus Rai Budarsa.


